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Thanks to the support of Provo citizens, construction 
on our new Provo City Hall is well underway! Once 
complete, our current Provo City Hall, built in 1974, will 
be demolished to make way for an exciting 4.5-acre city 
block redevelopment.

Reimagining Downtown Provo
The redevelopment of our existing City Hall block is 
a forward-thinking, once-in-a-generation opportunity 
for Provo. It will bring long-term economic vibrancy to 
downtown Provo while complementing the new Provo 
City Hall.

Creating Exceptional Places
A Request for Proposals (RFP) was issued on May 5, 
2020. Ultimately, McWhinney Development from Denver, 
Colorado was selected as the developer for our existing 
Provo City Hall block.

McWhinney is an active mixed-use real estate developer 
priding themselves on creating exceptional places for 
future generations, with one example being the historic 
Union Station redevelopment, now affectionately known 
as “Denver’s Living Room.”

Telling Provo’s Story
Development is at least a 50-year decision and that is 
why it must be done right! Provo’s historic downtown 
is already an eclectic draw with 73 unique eating 
establishments representing culinary offerings from 
around the world. This redevelopment, with anticipated 
dining, boutique retail, residential, entertainment and 
social gathering spaces, will energize our community 
with even greater economic vibrancy.

McWhinney Development was largely chosen for 
their dedication to and proven success with telling a 
community’s unique story in their development. To 
create a welcoming and desirable community space, 
they will begin a comprehensive community outreach to 
determine what this project should and should not be.

Be a part of our downtown transformation by following 
ProvoConnect.com for updates and feedback opportunities.

Reimagining Provo’s Downtown



Provo Airport (PVU) is expanding with the construction of 
a new terminal building. This expansion will provide four 
gates with a total building area of 65,000 square feet, allowing 
the airport to meet the increasing demand for commercial airline 
services in Utah County. The new terminal is expected to be 
complete and ready for service in May 2022.

The construction of the new terminal building is progressing 
quickly; below is an overview of some significant project 
milestones.

COMPLETED
· Provo City has obtained grants through the FAA, as well 
as funding from the Utah State Legislature, Utah County, 
and local funding to fully fund the new terminal and associated 
infrastructure.
· The project design has been finished; the contractor has 
completed the footings and foundations for the terminal 
and dirt work on the parking lot and loop road.

PROVO AIRPORT
NEW TERMINAL UPDATES

IN PROGRESS
· Contractors are currently working on installing steel 
frames and walls.
· Storm drain, natural gas, power, and additional utility 
installations are in progress.

Provo City’s Public Works employees have been working on 
this project since late 2019. Our crews cleared overgrown 
vegetation and debris, installed two moat crossings, placed 
an embankment for the new access road, and are currently 
installing the storm drain. This work has saved Provo City 
just under two million dollars, and we are extremely grateful 
for their dedication and coordinated efforts.

As a result of the much-anticipated expansion, three new 
routes to Denver, Tucson, and Orange County have been 
announced, with hopes of more to come. The new airport 
will be a welcoming place for all those who come to visit Provo.

For more information, visit provoconnect.com.
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2021 PROVO CITY MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS
Provo City will have a Municipal Election in 2021. The Primary Election is Tuesday, August 10, and the general election is Tuesday, 
November 2. Like previous years, this will be a vote by mail election. If you are an active registered voter, you should receive your 
ballot in the mail about 2-3 weeks before each election. You may return your ballot to any of the 25 drop boxes located throughout 
Utah County; drop boxes are available 24/7 until 8 p.m. on election night. For a complete listing of drop box locations, visit 
voteprovo.com. You may also return your ballot by mail, but it must be post marked the day before Election Day.

In 2021, Provo has four offices that will be voted on. Each office has a four-year term. The following offices will be voted on:

 Mayor    City-Wide I    District 2    District 5
If you are interested in running for office, the candidate declaration period is June 1 to June 7, Monday 
to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Provo City Recorder’s Office at 351 W. Center St. If you need to 
register to vote or update your registration, please visit vote.utah.gov.

Questions? Please contact Amanda Ercanbrack, Provo City Recorder. Website: voteprovo.com
Email: recorder@provo.org Phone: 801-852-6524
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ALL-ABILITIES PARK
PARKS AND RECREATION

Provo City’s proposed budget for the 
next fiscal year was presented by Mayor 
Kaufusi to the City Council at the May 4 
Council meeting. The Council will then 
begin a process of reviewing budget 
items. Approval of the final budget is 
anticipated at the Council meeting on 
June 15, 2021. To learn 
more about the budget 
process and how you 
can be involved, visit 
provo.org/government
/city-council/budget.

PROVO CITY BUDGET

Provo is a wonderful place to live with a diverse variety 
of recreational opportunities, but Provo was still missing 
something important. Parks and Recreation recognized 
the need to create a space that everyone can enjoy, 
regardless of physical or cognitive abilities that would 
bring our community even closer together. Working 
together with a committee of residents and experts the 
Unlimited Play Center was designed to extend recreational 
opportunities to all children in the community.

Located next to the Provo Recreation Center on 500 
North, the Unlimited Play Center is the largest playground 
in the city. This new site features inclusively designed 
play environments where all children find opportunities 
to participate in play to secure the health benefits of 
play, and the social benefits of inclusion.

A truly inclusive playground must consider that there 
are varying types and levels of abilities, whether they be: 
physical (which is often focused on because it’s highly 
visible) but there are also varying levels of abilities related 
to a child’s social-emotional, sensory, cognitive, and 
communicative development, and then cater to these 
levels of abilities.  These elements are designed into the 
park and will help children develop not only physically, 
but will provide in one facility, the chance to bring families 
and our community together.

Construction is now nearing completion with a grand 
opening scheduled for May 27th.

Provo Parks and Recreation is excited to present the 
Unlimited Play Center – “because every child needs a 
place to play.”

FREEDOM 
FESTIVAL
It’s back.

freedomfestival.org
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Electric Utility Safety
Safety is our number one priority and it shows! Provo City Power was recently nationally 
recognized for our safety practices by the American Public Power Association (APPA). 
Among 329 Public Power Utilities, Provo Power received 1st place by demonstrating 
that we have made health and safety of our employees a core value. Learn more about 
this award on provoconnect.com

EGRESS WINDOW 
PROGRAM

A lot of Provo homes were built at a time when all a 
bedroom needed was a window of any size to pass 
safety regulations. Now code requires each bedroom 
have an opening big enough to climb through (at 
least 5 square feet, referred to as egress) in case of 
a fire or other emergency.

Do you have non-conforming bedrooms in your 
home because the windows are too small? If so, Provo 
City has an Egress Window Program for low to 
moderate-income, owner-occupants of single-family 
residential homes. This program helps families put 
in bigger windows to make bedrooms legal and safer 
for all occupants. The bigger windows allow for 
better air circulation, more natural light, increase the 
number of legal bedrooms and save lives.

For more information call Community and Neigh-
borhood Services at 801-852-6160 or email 
csweeten@provo.org
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PROVO CITY HALL
Replacing the existing 1972-built city center with a seismically 

sound, citizen-centered city hall, the new Provo City Hall 
will prioritize public safety and house new headquarters for 

both the police and fire departments, as well as the City’s 
other operations.

MILL RACE
A residential and office development inspired by the iconic 

mountain ranges and canyons surrounding downtown Provo. 
The location was formerly a lumber yard/mill run that 

transported and processed timber from the surrounding 
mountains. The focus of Mill Race is to infuse play and curiosity 

through access to natural recreational elements while still 
being situated in a growing urban environment.

PROVO AIRPORT TERMINAL DEVELOPMENT
Provo Airport’s new terminal building will be approximately 
65,000 square feet with 4 passenger gates. This will 
accommodate the increasing demand for commercial airline 
services at the Provo Airport, allowing the citizens of Provo 
to enjoy a higher volume of flights and more travel destinations 
in the future. Construction on the building started in November 
2020 and is anticipated to be complete and operational by 
May 2022.

PROVO PROJECTS

NOORDA COLLEGE
A premier medical and research school named after the 
Ray and Tye Noorda Foundation offering advanced medical 
technology focused on preparing physicians with a new 
innovative and unique high tech campus. The Noorda-COM 
campus will include three campus buildings with future 
additional facilities, including an adjacent apartment 
complex.

THE MIX AT RIVERS EDGE
A mixed-use redevelopment that will include residential 

units, office and retail spaces, and access to public transit 
replacing retail spaces at the former Plum Tree Plaza.

FREEDOM COMMONS
A development consisting of two spacious office buildings, 
large parking structures, a community plaza, and surrounding 
streetscape improvements. This project promotes a healthy 
work/life balance for a community of like-minded professionals 
with on-site amenities. Assistance for this important 
addition to downtown was provided by  Provo City, the 
Provo Redevelopment Agency, Utah County, and the 
Provo School District.HARRIS MUSIC MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING 

A multi-unit development south of the Provo City Center 
Temple. The overall design honors the history of the site, 

previously the Bill Harris Music store.
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Cities are an important facilitator of economic growth 
nationwide making Economic Vibrant an important 
Provo Pillar. But what does it mean to be economically 
vibrant and how is Provo doing?

Vibrant means full of life, energy and enthusiasm—a 
perfect description for Provo’s economy. With so much 
positive economic momentum, it is now easier to say 
what is NOT happening because we have projects bursting 
throughout Provo.

Nation’s Best Performing City
Provo-Orem took the top spot among this year’s Best 
Performing Large Cities by the highly-regarded Milken 
Institute.

“Provo ranked first in both one- and five-year job growth 
while also ranking highly in high-tech industries. It is a 
relatively new innovation center but offers high quality 
of life and amenities in the mountain region. With 
significantly lower costs than Silicon Valley, Provo- 
Orem has attracted such tech giants as Qualtrics, 
Vivint, and Smart Citizen.” - Milken Institute

Becoming a High-Tech Hub
According to Milken, “a dynamic, concentrated high-tech 
sector is still very indicative of economic success, and 
cities with histories of innovation are more resilient to 
economic shocks.”

Provo tech start-up, Qualtrics made global headlines 
with its January 2021 initial public stock offering valued 
at over $20 billion, the largest IPO in Utah history—by 
far. Qualtrics remains committed to Provo City, having 
recently expanded their headquarters.

Provo’s Long-Standing Start-up Culture
In 1874, the Startup family moved to Provo and started 
a candy business on 600 South. Today the building’s 
smokestack still shows paint remnants of its “Startup” 
name, but it now ironically supports a rapidly-growing 
tech startup culture, offering flexible workspace for 
upcoming entrepreneurs.


